

		
		

		
		

		
		
		


		
		

			
				Gold Rush Special


				
	15% off your entire stay
	Good for stays between now and April 30, 2024
	Only valid on lodges, cabins and campsites
	Offer excludes Stonewall Resort
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			About This Park


			
				North Bend Rail Trail stretches 72 miles across north-central and western West Virginia. This wilderness path takes travelers across 36 bridges and through 10 tunnels and is part of the 5,500-mile American Discovery Trail, which spans the length of the United States. The trail has become one of the most renowned recreational trails through the Appalachians, and is known for its mountainous scenery and varied views of shaded tree canopies, rock cuts and farmland. Highlights include a 2,297-foot tunnel and the “haunted” Silver Run Tunnel.



The railroad that now makes up the North Bend Rail Trail was built by the Northwestern Virginia Railroad before the Civil War. The line was later sold to the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and over the years, the line changed ownership and eventually was railbanked. In the 1980s, CSX Transportation sold the line to the state of West Virginia, which began converting it into a recreation trail for the state park system. Initial trail segments opened in 1991, with additional portions added over the next several years.”



The North Bend Rail Trail runs parallel to U.S. Route 50, extending for 72 miles from the community of Wolf Summit west of Clarksburg at its eastern end to I-77 near Parkersburg at its western end. Visitors may access the trail at numerous points along the way.


			

		

	

	

		
												
						This park does not offer overnight accommodations within the park. 

					

							
			
			
				
					Activities

					
					Select an activity below to learn more
					

																								
										
											
												









											

											ATV
										
										ATV

											
Just minutes away experience 25 miles of incredible ATV trails at Mountwood ATV Park. The park includes different grades of trails from moderate to difficult as well as spectacular views along the way.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Biking
										
										Biking

											
Hiking trails also double as biking trails at North Bend Rail Trail. Bring your bike for a gorgeous tour through this mountain scenery. Wider track tires (above 1.5″) are recommended. Four bike fix-it stations are available and located at Happy Valley, Petroleum, Smithburg and Salem. Bike rentals are available at North Bend State Park and Cairo. Yield caution to horses and hikers that also share the trail. 


										

									
	
										
											
												





											

											Camping
										
										Camping

											
Camping is available at several spots near the North Bend Rail Trail, including North Bend State Park.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	



											

											Fishing
										
										Fishing

											
The trail is located near many different rivers and streams that offer great fishing.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



											

											Geocaching
										
										Geocaching

											
Go modern day treasure hunting at North Bend Rail Trail and hunt for five different cache sites. All you need is a great team and a smartphone with GPS.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Hiking
										
										Hiking

											
The ever-popular North Bend Rail Trail runs from Parkersburg at its western point to Clarksburg at its eastern end, and may be used by hikers who wish to see the best scenery and wildlife West Virginia has to offer. The trail runs parallel to U.S. Route 50 and offers many opportunities to stop in small, mountain communities in Harrison, Doddridge, Ritchie and Wood counties. Yield caution to horses and bikers that also share the trail. 

Download Park Pack & Map

										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	



											

											Horseback Riding
										
										Horseback Riding

											
Horseback riding is also available on the North Bend Rail Trail. It’s a great way to get closer to nature in a tranquil setting. A carriage fee is applied when pulling a wagon, please call North Bend State Park for more information. Parking for horse trailers is available at Happy Valley, Cairo, North Bend State Park, Ellenborro, West Union and Wolf Summit. 


										

									


											
										
										
						Attraction is located outside of the park.
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						Contact

							
								Phone: 
								
									304-643-2931
								
							
	
								Email: 
								
									Paul.M.Elliott@wv.gov
								
							
	
								Address: 
								
									202 North Bend State Park Rd,
									Cairo,									
									WV 26337																											
								
							


					

					
						 						 	
						 						
					
					
				

			

	

	
		
	
	

					
		
			

		
				
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																			History

										The railroad that now makes up the North Bend Rail Trail was built by the Northwestern Virginia Railroad before the Civil War. The line was later sold to the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and over the years, the line changed ownership and eventually was railbanked. In the 1980s, CSX Transportation sold the line to the state of West Virginia, which began converting it into a recreation trail for the state park system. Initial trail segments opened in 1991, with additional portions added over the next several years.


																		
																		
																																										
							

																		
									
				
									
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																		
																			Additional Information

										
																						
												Trails

												The North Bend Rail Trail runs parallel to U.S. Route 50, extending for 72 miles from the community of Wolf Summit west of Clarksburg at its eastern end to I-77 near Parkersburg at its western end. Visitors may access the trail at numerous points along the way.

Click here for the rail trail map.

Trail Updates:

The North Bend Rail Trail is fully open.


											

																						
												Major Access Points

												Western Terminus

Parkersburg Trailhead: Take I-77 to the Staunton Avenue Exit.  Turn east on state Route 47 and take the first right turn (about 0.2 mile from the interstate) onto Old WV state Route 47. Continue about 0.7 mile and turn right on Happy Valley Road.  Travel approximately 0.4 mile until you see a large house on the left.  Immediately after the stone wall (Millers Landing) is the North Bend Rail Trail trailhead. Park on the gravel section opposite the trailhead. [Wood County, WV]

Walker: Exit state Route 47 at Walker Road, proceed to where road meets trail (barricade on left). [Wood County, WV]

Petroleum: Exit U.S. Route 50 onto Goose Creek Road and proceed seven (7) miles to town. [Ritchie County, WV]

Cairo: Exit U.S. Route 50 onto state Route 31 and go 4 miles to town; state Route 31 crosses the trail and parking is available on the blacktop in town square.

Ellenboro: Exit U.S. Route 50 onto Route 16 north, .25 mile to trail.

Pennsboro: Exit U.S. Route 50 onto state Route 74: go north 1 mile, state Route 74 crosses the trail at the Depot. [Ritchie County, WV]

Greenwood:  Exit U.S. Route 50 at Greenwood exit; access trail behind the WV Department of Highways garage and the Greenwood Motel. [Doddridge County, WV]

West Union:  Exit U.S. Route 50 onto state Route 18 north; the longest bridge of the trail is visible as you approach West Union, WV; access in town or park above the athletic field.

Smithburg: Exit U.S. Route 50 at Smithburg, WV exit; turn right at the bottom of the hill onto ole U.S. Route 50, proceed almost .5 mile to Depot and Spencer Park. [Doddridge County, WV]

Salem: Exit U.S. Route 50 onto state Route 23 south; proceed into town to the Depot; trail runs through Salem. [Harrison County, WV]

Bristol: Exit U.S. Route 50 onto Raccoon Run Road, this road crosses the trail almost immediately.

Eastern Terminus

Wolf Summit: Exit U.S. Route 50 at Wolf Summit, WV. [Harrison County, WV]


											

																					

																		
																																										
							

																		
									
				
										
																		
																							
			

		
	
		
			
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
													
								Nearby Attractions

								
									
																				
											City of Parkersburg

											Located at the North Bend Rail Trail’s western point, the city of Parkersburg has an Art Center, coffee shops, bakeries, old fashioned diners, shops and the Blennerhassett Museum. It’s a great place for a weekend getaway!


										

																				
											North Bend State Park

											North Bend State Park offers many recreational activities, including fishing, hiking, biking and horseback riding. Water recreation and boat rentals also are available at the park’s 305-acre lake.


										

																				
											City of Clarksburg

											Located at the North Bend Rail Trail’s eastern point, the city of Clarksburg offers dining and shopping. Get a taste of small town West Virginia!
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					May 10 - 11, 2024
					North Bend State Park's 30th Annual Bluegrass Festival

					
						Popular bands from years past are returning to the pastoral hills of North Bend State Park!



Several bluegrass bands, as well as local artisans a...
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